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Calendar Highlights 

11/9 & 11/10 professional 

development—half days 

11/11 Veterans Day—No 

School 

11/12 School Council 6pm 

11/17 PTO Meeting 7pm       

11/24 Report Cards  

11/25 –11/ 27 Thanksgiv-

ing break 

11/30-12/4 PTO Bookfair 

12/1 Service Club 

12/3 & 12/4 Parent 

Teacher Conferences 

12/4 NO SCHOOL 

November is upon us al-

ready as another school 

year continues to rocket 

by.  It is the month of our 

all-school Veteran’s Day 

tribute on November 10.  

It is the month of Thanks-

giving, ice and snow, and 

the first report card.  It is 

the month when flu sea-

son begins in earnest and 

I would ask everyone to 

read the health and well-

ness tips at the bottom of 

the page.   

Looking back at October, I 

am pleased to share a va-

riety of highlights from all 

over the school.  Pre-

schoolers made ghosts out 

of recycled cardboard 

shapes being monsters 

while learning the “m” 

sound.  Third graders re-

corded a song with un-

pitched percussion instru-

ments called “Good Morn-

ing” Look for it soon on 

the Morris Podcast.  Sec-

ond and third grade music 

classes have also been 

improvising their own 

tunes on the Orff instru-

ments. Fourth graders 

participated in a popular 

interdisciplinary activity 

with the annual pumpkin 

globs painting. The activ-

ity mainly reinforces the 

current Map Skills unit, 

but also practices spatial 

relationships.  Measure-

ment, fine motor, and 

time management are 

also practiced as the 

pumpkins are trans-

formed into globes show-

ing the 7 continents and 

4 main oceans.  All class-

rooms were supported by 

parent volunteers during 

this activity.  Great fun 

and a lot of learning!!! 

Through enrichment 

classes fourth graders 

have been learning about 

CHINA – its geography, 

people, culture and rela-

tionships with the 

United States.  This 

month we also welcomed 

two visitors who shared 

their knowledge with our 

classes – Chris Coggins, 

Professor of Asian Studies at 

Bard College at Simon’s 

Rock; and Basan Nem-

birkow, Lenox’s  Interim 

Superintendent of Schools, 

who has lived in and studied 

east Asia. Many thanks to 

these fascinating teachers 

for bringing their personal 

experiences to our class-

rooms!   

Third grade readers in Mrs. 

Hall-Jordan and Ms. Ken-

nedy’s class recently read 

about a character named 

Flat Stanley.  Each student 

then created a flat traveler 

with a story telling how they 

were flattened. Their flat 

person is spending a week 

with them and they will 

keep a journal of their ad-

ventures together. Then, 

their flat traveler will ven-

ture off to spend time with 

                       (continued) 
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Health and Wellness Tips: 
During this period of in-

creased flu outbreaks, the 

Lenox Schools are com-

mitted to support the 

health of our students 

and our community.  The 

main symptoms of influ-

enza (flu) include fever 

and cough and/or sore 

throat.  Some people 

also have a runny nose, body 

aches, headache, chills and 

feel tired.  Some also have 

diarrhea and vomiting.  The 

most important thing that 

can be done to keep flu from 

spreading is to keep your 

child home when they are 

sick.  In order for us to work 

together in keeping our  

schools healthy and safe, 

we ask that you keep your 

child at home when 

he/she exhibits the follow-

ing symptoms:   

Fever of 100.4 or more 

within 24 hours; cough 

or sore throat;  diar-

rhea and/or vomiting. 

Please don’t hesitate to 

contact the health office. 

 REMINDER NOTES 

Title I Annual Meeting.   

“What is Title I” ?  To have 

this and other questions 

answered, please join us on 

December 3rd at 6:30 in 

the Morris School confer-

ence room where Title I 

staff will be holding their 

annual meeting.   

Dress Warmly.    Cold 

weather is here.  Please 

dress your child in layers 

and remember boots, 

snowpants, hats and mit-

tens are necessary gear 

for outdoor 

play during 

recess. 



bus number on it  and helping other students 
find & board the proper bus. This has been 
especially helpful to our primary grade stu-
dents and their teachers. Whenever a substi-
tute bus (with a different number) has to re-
place our "familiar" bus, there isn't any confu-
sion, thanks to the sign holders. 

Mrs. Knox would like to  
recognize & thank all of  

our 5th grade bus helpers for their  
ongoing dedication and hard work! 

  

      
This year Mrs. Knox, the head teacher, has 
enlisted the help of many 5th graders to 
assist with the end of the day bus dismissal. 
They have graciously served in all kinds of 
weather, holding a color-coded sign with the 

World Book Online 

Morris School is pleased to offer to 

our community of learners and their 

families, World Book Online. World 

Book Online is a web based version 

of the much loved World Book Ency-

clopedia series. Our year-long sub-

scription offers access to World Book 

Kids (elementary school), World 

Book Student (middle school), World 

Book Advanced (high school and 

adults), plus World Book Spanish, 

(Spanish version). Access is available 

at school and for family use at home. 

Directions are below: 

From any Internet browser, type in 

the following URL:  http://

www.worldbookonline.com.  At the 

log in screen enter the User ID:  

lenox;  Enter the password: school 

(note:  password is all lower case) 

Please remember that the above 

account is for our Lenox community 

of learners and their families only - 

do not share the password with oth-

ers.  Last, as with all online activi-

ties, parental guidance and supervi-

sion is recommended when young 

children are accessing the Internet. 

Enjoy researching the wonders of 

the world with your children and 

World Book Online! 

Study Island 

You may have heard students in 

grades 3 through 5 comment on 

Study Island - Study Island is an 

MCAS preparatory program based 

on our Massachusetts Educational 

Frameworks. We have purchased a 

year’s subscription to both Math 

and English and Language Arts.  

The program contains all of the 

benchmarks and standards for each 

subject offering mini review lessons, 

printable worksheets, tests, assess-

ment reports, and a much loved quiz 

game function where students are 

challenged to master all of our Mas-

sachusetts state standards in a fun 

and engaging environment. The goal 

is for all students to Study on with 

Study Island and master their basic 

skills! 

Lexia Reading 

In the next few weeks we will be soft 

launching Lexia Reading, an award 

winning interactive reading program 

for Grades K-2.  Lexia offers a se-

quential phonics based approach to-

wards mastering reading skills for 

emergent readers through primary 

reading.  In addition, Lexia also of-

fers strategies for older students in 

need of remediation.  We are pleased 

to be offering this learning adventure 

for our students!   (continued) 

interruptions to the school day in 

some classrooms.  For this reason,  

student calls home will be made only 

from the school office and only for ur-

gent matters. 

Thank you for your understanding 

and cooperation. 

                                                           

Reminder: Student Phone Calls 

Home 

Forgotten assignments, changed 

play-date plans, and lost soccer cleats 

have prompted students to call home 

from classrooms too much in the past 

weeks.  As instructional time be-

comes increasingly precious, these 

calls home have caused significant 

Know a Lenox Veteran?    

Invite them to join us as guests of 

honor at the November 10, All 

School Morning Meeting.  We will 

be recognizing the service of our 

veteran’s with a special presenta-

tion of songs, poems, and music.  

The start time is 9:00 and several 

parking spaces will be reserved by 

the front entrance for our veteran 

visitors.  Please pass the word.  

Wear Red, White or Blue to school 

to show our support to all Veterans. 

A Big "Thank You" to the 5th grade Bus Helpers 

Tech Talk from Mrs. Jezak 

 Keeping you connected…... 
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a friend or relative in another state. 

Art Club is offered for grades 2-5 each 

year.  It is a before-school activity and 

lasting 6-8 weeks for each grade, de-

pending on the project and the pace of 

the students.  Grade 5 Art Club just 

completed canvas floor cloths.  These 

are to be used as small rugs and are 

actually meant to be walked on. They 

are painted with permanent paints and 

can be wiped clean with a sponge if 

necessary.  In other art news, Morris 

School had a statewide winner in the 

“World of Difference” calendar contest 

which promotes the vision of a world 

that is without prejudice and the value 

of diversity. Our winner’s picture was 

chosen from over 1,000 submissions.  

We congratulate her and will be look-

ing forward to seeing her illustration 

on the pages of the 2010 calendar! 

                                                         

First grade has been raising Monarch 

caterpillars and observed the amazing  

   

butterfly life cycle thanks to the gen-

erosity of Mrs. Noreen Anderson.  She 

returned to tag the adult Monarch 

butterflies before we let them go on 

their long migration to Mexico.  The 

students made colorful butterflies in 

Art class with Mrs. Kain for a simu-

lated migration (through the mail) to 

the schools of Mexican children.  Mrs. 

Holden, very generously visited our 

classes several times with ample ma-

terials to make apple head dolls.  Her 

special craft includes weighing the 

apples to compare weights with skin, 

without skin and finally as dried 

witchy heads.  The students learned 

that apples contain a lot of wa-

ter!  Mrs. King visited our classroom 

with soil, plants and cups to plant 

baby spider plants with each stu-

dent.  Thank you very much to our 

classroom volunteers for donating 

their time and materials!    

 

    

 Service Club                

Service Club will be starting soon 

for 4th and 5th graders.  Watch for 

a notice coming home soon!      

Mrs. Pezze 

   Our MIX IT UP at LunchDay 

is November 12th!! 

Morris School can’t  join thou-

sands of students across the coun-

try on November 10th but will 

participate on the 12th in helping 

to break down social boundaries.  

We will take a step towards this 

unity by sitting with someone 

new in the cafeteria—maybe new 

friends will be made! 

 

    

    

  

 

   

   

 Wear Red, White      

 and Blue on  

 November 10th  to show 

 our school spirit!!! 

 

   

   

       

   TITLE IX/CHAPTER 622 

In accordance with Title IX of the 

Education Act of 1972, and Chapter 

622 of the General Laws of the Com-

monwealth of Massachusetts, the 

Lenox Public Schools affirm that no 

person shall, on the basis of race, 

color, age, creed, national origin, or 

sex, be excluded from participation 

in, be denied the benefits of, or be 

subject to discrimination in any edu-

cation program or activity it operates 

including employment therein, and 

admission thereto.   

Any complaints or inquiries concern-

ing this policy should be directed as 

follows.  For matters concerning 

PreK-5: 

 Timothy Lee, Principal 

 Morris Elementary   

 129 West St, Lenox, MA                          

 

From the Principal’s Office cont’d 
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 We also are looking forward to learning 

a Veterans’ Day song to sing to our visit-

ing Veterans in November. 

November 24 marks the distribution 

date of first report cards.  Shortly there-

after parent/teacher conferences will 

take place (on December 3 in the eve-

ning or December 4 during the day).  We 

ask all parents to set up the conferences 

in advance and we will be sending home 

forms to assist with this process in a few 

days.  Mrs. Hopper will go to work coor-

dinating parent requests with teacher 

schedules.  There will be many requests 

for conference times and not all may be 

granted.  I thank you in advance for 

your cooperation and flexibility.  TL 

 

     

Drop off in the Morning 

Please remember there is no 

supervision in the lobby be-

fore 8:20 am.  Please do not 

drop off your students before 

that time.   

         THANK YOU!! 



 

Cornell Project Feeder Watch  ( technology news cont’d…) 

Beginning in late November until early spring, students will be 

participating in Cornell Lab of Ornithology’s Project Feeder Watch. 

Project Feeder Watch involves students observing, tallying and 

posting data about the birds that frequent winter feeders. Feeder 

Watch scientists analyze submitted data to draw a picture of win-

ter bird abundance and distribution, a unique citizen scientist tool 

monitoring over 100 birds species that winter in North America. 

This activity was made possible with help of the Hoffmann Bird 

Club of Berkshire County who provided help and support along the 

way to make this a reality for our students - real science for real 

kids! 

MPC        

Coming soon…MPC…Morris PodCastors! Podcasting is audio con-

tent over the Internet. Our students will soon be podcasting select 

songs, choral readings, poetry, writings, and their art work for our 

extended school community to enjoy. As per our school policy, stu-

dent privacy is paramount; only anonymous voice transmission 

with no other identifying information will be permitted. Most pod-

cast will be group podcasts with occasional solo casts by individual 

students, for example a student reading one line solo in a group 

poem. As per our school policy, students and parents can always 

opt out of such extra activities by informing us in writing regard-

ing their wishes. The goal behind these group mini podcast is to 

provide a venue for parents and extended family members to enjoy 

their child’s creativity and learning. 

That’s the News from the Tech Lab!   Mrs. Jezak 

tional pumpkin bread.  All contributors 

are asked to closely follow any and 

all directions regarding the food 

choices you send in.  We have several 

severe food allergies in our student body 

and want to make sure everyone is safe 

and has fun.   

The 2009 Thanksgiving 
Feast:   A Morris Tradition  

For at least 20 years, students 

at Morris have recognized the 

thanksgiving holiday with 

classmates and school friends.  

The feast has changed some-

what over the years.  Originally 

a full blown turkey dinner with 

all the fixins, the feast was 

scaled back in recent years.  

With Tuesday the 24th now a 

full school day it was deter-

mined that it would be great to 

bring the feast back as a regu-

lar school lunch that serves the 

entire school.  Some of the de-

tails have yet to be worked out 

but parents are advised that 

Tuesday, November 24 will be a 

special day featuring a special 

roast turkey sandwich, stuffing 

cup, and apple sauce.  Class-

rooms will also be assigned ad-

ditional feast items and the 

PTO will be providing the tradi-

More notes to keep you connected……………. 

HEAD LICE ALERT!! 

Several cases of head lice have been detected in 

our school community.  Head lice are a problem 

in some of our surrounding school communities 

as well.  Please do your part to prevent the 

spread of this communicable condition by 

checking your children for the next few weeks, 

and on a regular basis thereafter.  Lice 

infestation is much easier to treat if caught 

early.  If you should discover what you think 

may be a case of head lice, please notify the 

Health Office and/or visit www.headlice.org. 

Protection Against Discrimination         

Discrimination Against the Handicapped 

In compliance with Section 504 of the Rehabili-

tation Act of 1973, and in accordance with Title 

II of the Americans With Disabilities Act of 

1990, the Lenox Public Schools affirm that no 

qualified handicapped person shall, on the basis 

of handicap, be excluded from participation in,  

denied the benefits of, or otherwise  subjected to 

discrimination under any program or activity 

sponsored by the Lenox Public Schools. 

  Any complaints or inquiries concerning these 

policies should be directed to Ms. Cynthia    

Dinan, Director of Student Services at 637-

5571. 

Healthy Snacks 

Healthy snacks are essential.  Some stu-

dents don’t eat lunch until 1:00 and a good 

snack is needed to keep the energy levels up 

through a long morning of learning.  Sugary 

snacks are not the best because they tend to 

provide only a short burst of energy and often 

lack the nutrition that kids need.  Mr. Lee 

found a great website with some healthy 

snack suggestions for parents.  Check it out, 

there’s lots of great choices, but please note 

that some of the snacks listed on this site 

contain tree nuts or peanut butter.  Remem-

ber that some classrooms have to restrict 

these snacks due to food allergies:    http://

www.betterschoolfood.org/downloads/

resources/BSF_Healthy_Snack_List.pdf 

 

Congratulations to one of our third graders 

who was recently named as a high honors 

participant in the Johns Hopkins University 

Center for Talented Youth.  CTY searches for 

the most academically able youth and devel-

ops their talent through summer programs 

and online courses.  According to Johns Hop-

kins, CTY participants possess “an intellec-

tual ability that will benefit their entire gen-

eration.” Well done! 

         Parents visiting Morris 

are reminded to sign in at the main office 

and check with the classroom teacher 

before visiting.  While we do engage par-

ents as classroom volunteers, the daily 

schedule tends to change and students at 

every level have a lot to do in a busy 

school day.  With these facts in mind, the 

unarranged “drop in ” visit is discour-

aged.  Thank you for understanding.  


