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How much homework should my child have each evening?...............................................................Page 10 
 
What should I do if I have to pick my child up early from school for a doctor’s appointment?...........Page 3   
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How are students assigned to classes and how do parents give input as to a student’s class placement for the next 
year?..............................................................................................................................................Page 5 
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celebrate?..............................................................................................................................................Page 4 
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INTRODUCTION  
 Parents are every bit as important as teachers in the education of their youngsters.  The answer to the persistent 
question asked of teachers by parents - "How can I get my child to want to learn?" - can be found in the parents 
themselves who have perhaps the most important role in stimulating their child's thirst for knowledge.  The ace in the 
hole for the parents is the fact that they are the most important people in the lives of their children. 
 
 In order to be most effective in stimulating as well as guiding the child's interest in school and school activities, 
parents must remember that the child tends to share as well as imitate his parents' views and outlook about school.  An 
affirmative, or rather a positive reminiscence of school days on the part of parents will tend to help the youngster decide 
that he or she likes school too.  First and foremost among a child's educational needs is family approval of learning. 
 
 The youngsters who are guided by the knowledge that their parents stand behind them in getting an education 
study harder and do much better than those who think their parents do not care.  Many benefits that can be reaped through 
the efforts of a parent's guidance program in the home are often lost simply because the parents never make their children 
aware of the genuine concern that is held for their educational advancement. 
 
 School must be given its proper place of importance in the home.  A place and a time for study must be provided 
in order to insure the desired atmosphere for this, a most important phase of school life.  Encouragement must be offered 
to the children to have them make extensive use of reference material and for them to study each and every subject.  
Furthermore, the children must be allowed to enter family discussions about current events.  Togetherness is the byword. 
 

MISSION STATEMENT  
 The Morris School is committed to providing a wide continuum of opportunities which value individuals, 
maximize both skills and knowledge, enhance self-esteem, produce responsible and life-long learners, and are 
responsive to the needs of a diverse student, parent, and community population. 
 

GOALS 
*  To teach children that the exploration of ideas is sometimes difficult, often exciting, and occasionally fun. 
 
    To facilitate the challenge of lifelong learning and to develop strategies for making this a rewarding journey. 
 
*  To provide the opportunity for all students to develop and communicate the skills and techniques necessary for critical     
thinking, responsible problem solving, and decision-making. 
 
*  To ensure that each student will acquire multiple literacy skills including those necessary to enable them to 
communicate effectively through written and spoken language. 
 
   To provide assistance for each student to acquire the essential life skills to be a responsible community member. 
 
*  To foster respect and consideration for self and others as well as a sense of pride for their school community. 
 
   To develop a partnership with parents by initiating and maintaining an active cooperative alliance with parents on 
educational issues, marked by attentiveness to parents' concerns and needs, nonjudgmental support of parents' efforts to 
nurture their children, and inclusion of parents in the learning process of their children, viewing parents as essential 
partners in that process. 
 
*  To have each school be a physically and emotionally safe environment where students want to be and where they are 
able to develop a spirit of ownership and a sense of belonging.  To develop this sense of community, we need to 
promote self-respect and self-discipline and respect for others in the community, and be sensitive to and tolerant of the 
differences in each other. 
 
*  To ensure that we are providing equal access and equality of opportunity for all students in terms of staffing, 
programs, and resources. 
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GENERAL INFORMATION
 

ALL VISITORS MUST STOP AT THE 
OFFICE 

 
DAILY SCHEDULES 
Children who do not ride the school bus should arrive at 
school no earlier than 8:20.  Classes begin at 8:40 and 
children are dismissed beginning at 3:10. 
 
Kindergarten sessions are as follows: 
     Extended-day session - 8:40-1:25 
     Full-day session - 8:40-3:10 
 

TARDINESS AND ABSENTEEISM 
Children are considered tardy if they arrive after 8:40.  It is 
the responsibility of the parent and student to see that the 
student arrives at school on time.  We do not count the 
student tardy if he or she rides the bus and the bus arrives 
late.  In cases of frequent tardiness, the parent will be 
notified. 
 
When your child is sick or is going to be absent from school, 
please call the school by 8:30 a.m.  We try to call parents 
of all children who are absent in the interests of the safety of 
the children. 
 

RECESS PERIODS 
All children have a fifteen-minute morning recess period and 
approximately a thirty-five minute recess/lunch period.  
During inclement weather the children have indoor recess.  
The paraprofessionals determine whether the children have 
outdoor play.  Please dress your children in appropriate 
clothing for changes in weather conditions.  We use a 
temperature of 15○F. (either ambient temperature or wind 
chill temperature) as the determinant as to whether recess 
will be held outdoors or indoors. 
 
SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAM 
Lunches are served at Morris beginning at 11:45 a.m.  
 
All Lenox Public Schools have a hot lunch program set up 
under the National School Lunch Program and administered 
through the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Department of 
Education. School lunch menus are announced daily on the 
local radio stations, menus are included in The Berkshire 
Eagle, and children receive menus monthly.   
 
Applications for free and reduced price lunches are sent 
home with every student during the first week of school.  If a 
family wishes for their children to participate and feels their 
family income is within the eligibility guidelines, they should 
send their completed application to the Superintendent's 
Office via their child's classroom teacher.  Parents will be 
notified of their children's eligibility within ten (10) days. 
 

 

COLLECTION OF LUNCH MONEY  
Payment for lunch or milk is made on Mondays for at least a 
week at a time.  Parents are encouraged to pay for longer 
periods.  Checks are accepted as payment. Each student has a 
debit card which is scanned after he/she purchases lunch or 
milk each day.  Monday collecting is a bit hectic but allows 
for much quicker lunch counts and less disruption in the 
classrooms on the other days of the week.   Please be 
advised that the Morris School Lunch is a pay-ahead 
program.  Account balance statements are sent home with 
each report card.  However, parents may call at any time to 
check balances.   Parents of students whose lunch accounts 
are in arrears will be so advised and children may be 
provided an alternative lunch if the balance is not made 
positive after repeated notices.   
 

SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES 
 
STUDENT RELEASE PROCEDURE 
In emergency situations where it is necessary for your child 
to leave school during the day, he/she will be excused by the 
classroom teacher.  A parent or an authorized adult must call 
for the child at the Principal's Office.  If your child is to be 
picked up by someone other than yourself, please send a 
signed note or call the Principal's Office.  We cannot release 
your child otherwise. 
 
ADMISSION AND TRANSFER OF 
STUDENTS 
All children entering the Morris School will register at the 
Elementary Principal's Office,.  Before entering, proof of 
immunization must be presented and reviewed by the school 
nurse.  Pupils will ordinarily be placed with other children of 
the same grade level but may be placed in another group by 
the Principal with the approval of the Superintendent. 
 
If you are planning to move from Lenox, please notify the 
Principal by phone or by note.  The school office needs to 
know your new address, school to be attending, and date of 
leaving.  The Elementary Principal's secretary is in charge of 
sending school records to your child's new school and needs 
a parent's signature for permission to do so. 
 
EARLY RELEASE DAYS 
PARENT CONFERENCE DAYS 
Periodically throughout the year, we have early release days 
for Inservice Workshops.  We also have parent conference 
days usually in December and March/April.  These days 
necessitate an earlier bus schedule.  Children are released at 
about 12:00 noon.  The School Calendar includes these days. 
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NO SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
DELAYED OPENINGS 
The Superintendent of Schools shall determine the necessity 
for emergency closing or delayed opening of schools due to 
weather conditions or other emergencies.  Announcements 
concerning such closings are made over local radio stations 
WBRK (1340 AM, 101.7 FM), WUHN/WUPE (1110 AM,  
95.9 FM), WSBS (860 AM) and WBEC (1420 AM, 105.5 
FM).  No school announcements also appear on some of the 
“local” television stations.  At 7:00 a.m. on "no school days" 
a fire whistle signal of two long blasts indicates no school. 
 
WRITTEN NOTES 
Children should bring a note written by parents: 
 
.. for early dismissal - to be released only to identified 
authorized persons at the Principal's Office 
.. for going home other than in the usual manner 
.. for going to scout meetings or church school (Blanket 
permission may be sent for the year) 
.. for excusing child for absence from school for any reason 
.. for tardiness 
.. for requesting special treatment 
.. for allowing someone other than the parent to be 
temporarily responsible for the child 
.. for changing of residence necessitating leaving the school  
(Time is needed to prepare transfer records.  Parents must 
sign a release of information form before records are 
forwarded to the new school). 
.. for exceptions in riding the school bus (See bus 
regulations) 
.. for going on field trips during class time 
   for participation in extracurricular and intramural 
programs. 
 
We discourage notes asking that a child stay in at recess 
because we cannot always provide supervision.  We ask that 
requests for students to stay in at recess be limited to medical 
situations in which a physician has made the specific request. 
 

EMERGENCY CLOSING OF SCHOOL 
We believe that once children are in school it is better to 
keep them here in the case of a weather emergency rather 
than send them home early.  In the case of another type of 
emergency, we would have the closing announced on the 
radio and make every effort to reach parents by telephone;  
otherwise, we will hold the students at school. 
 
STUDENTS TAKEN ON VACATION 
As is the case each year, we receive questions from parents 
concerning the assignment of school work for the purpose of 
a vacation.  We are concerned with the frequency and long 
duration of pupil absences for vacation trips during the 
school year.  We realize it would be fruitless, likely 
impossible, to try to prevent these vacations from happening;  
indeed, we recognize that oftentimes these trips have great 
educational value.  We must, however, lay down some 

guidelines should requests be made to have materials, 
assignments, etc., prepared by the school for the child's use 
during the vacation: 
 
1.  the loan of textbooks is permissible 
2.  special assignments for the child to do while away are not 
to be given 
3.  we assume no obligation to grade any assignments 
presumed to have been done by the child during his/her 
absence 
4.  upon return, the burden of making up work missed during 
the absence is upon the child 
5.  except for the inevitable losses incurred as a result of the 
absence from scheduled classes and the failure to make up 
work missed, the school will not impose any penalty upon 
child or parent as a consequence of the absence. 
 

FOOD CONCERNS 
Because of food excesses, uncertainty of ingredients in 
baked goods, and diverse religious customs, we request that 
you not send food in at holiday times; teachers in many 
grades have food-related activities that relate to events in the 
curriculum – many times in Pre-School and Kindergarten, 
less frequent as the children get older.  We will, from time to 
time, have a curriculum-related event, like a curriculum 
related event, quiet reading time, or a math activity in which 
the teachers may ask for food items.  Teachers will take into 
account food allergies as they plan for the event.  Please do 
not send in any food or drink without first okaying it with the 
classroom teacher.  These are always at the teacher’s 
discretion and should be respected as such. 
 

PARTIES IN CLASSROOMS 
Parties are held at the discretion of the classroom teacher on 
a limited basis and do not generally interfere with the 
instructional program.  Special arrangements for birthday 
snacks should be arranged with the teacher.  This is 
extremely important because of food allergies!! 
 

STUDENT RECORDS 
The student record cards of students in Grades Kindergarten 
through Grade 5 are kept in the Main Office at the Morris 
School.  Parents have the right of access to these records.  
Access to records is obtained by written request to the 
Elementary Principal.  Release of student information or 
transfer of records may take place only with the written 
consent of the parents.  The Massachusetts Department of 
Education Student Records Regulations and A Guide for 
Students and Parents on the Massachusetts Regulations 
Pertaining to Student Records are included in the Lenox 
School Committee Policy Manual available in each school. 
 
Massachusetts State Law on Student Records Access for 
Non-Custodial Parents (General Laws Chapter 71, Section 
34 H) specifies process for non-custodial parents requesting 
the school records of their children (i.e. report cards, 
discipline notices).  Please contact the Principal's office for 
information regarding this process and the request form that 
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must be submitted.  This request and form must be submitted 
annually by non-custodial parents. 
 

PARENT-SCHOOL COMMUNICATION  
Parents are encouraged to visit and become active in the 
schools.  Please make prior arrangements with the classroom 
teachers to set up conferences or classroom visitations.  
Teachers may be contacted during the regular workday (8:30 
a.m. - 3:15 p.m.). Phone calls will not be put through to 
teachers during instructional time.  You may however, leave 
a voice message for a teacher. Your call will be returned at 
their earliest convenience. 
 
If you have concerns about your child's learning or social 
experience at school, please contact your child's teacher.  
Any changes at home that may affect your child's school 
performance should be communicated to the classroom 
teacher as well. 
 
Should any school problem arise concerning your child, 
please see or call the classroom teacher.  By School 
Committee policy you must do this first.  Usually all 
difficulties can be solved at this level.  The Elementary 
Principal is available to help if the issues cannot be resolved. 

 
TRANSPORTATION  
Free bus transportation is provided to all Kindergarten 
through Grade Five students living more than one and one-
half miles from their school.  Bus stops are located within 
easy walking distance of their homes.  Transportation may be 
furnished for shorter distances if, in the opinion of the 
School Committee, the area is unreasonably hazardous 
relative to the age of the child concerned.  Elementary bus 
routes are published on the Morris School Website: 
www.lenoxps.org/morris/index.php the week before school 
starts each year.  Paper copies can be obtained by calling the 
school office. 
 
School buses are used to take children on field trips and to 
other school functions. 
 
Parents who wish to bring their children to school are 
welcome to do so – students should be dropped off no earlier 
than 8:20 a.m. and should be dropped at the small circle by 
the Preschool entrance to enter through the front doors.  If 
you are dropping a student for an early morning activity, you 
may use the main circle until 8:15 a.m. 
 
Our bus policy allows each student to have two regular 
consistent drop-off points.  Students will not be allowed to 
ride on a different bus from their regular one or be dropped 
off at any other stop for any social purpose.  If a child needs 
to go to a different stop, it is the parent’s responsibility to 
have the child picked up at school. 
 
When Kindergarten children are being dropped off on the 
1:25 bus run, we ask that a parent or other adult be present at 
the bus stop to wave off the driver.  If an adult is not present, 
the driver will proceed on the route, notify the bus company 
and school, and take the child to the High School where the 

parent may pick up the child.  The bus schedule is very tight 
and when the buses finish dropping off Kindergartners, they 
go right to the high school for their next route.  We will 
make every effort to contact a parent in this circumstance. 
 
PARENT PICK-UPS AT 3:10 P.M. 
If you wish to pick up your child at the end of the day, we 
ask that you follow these procedures: 
 
• Students in Grades K-1 (and older brothers or sisters) 

will be brought to the Preschool entrance by the small 
circle;  parents should park around the circle and wait 
for the children to arrive from their classrooms. 

• Students in Grades 2-5 will be brought to the 
playground doors at the back of the building;  parents 
should form a line of cars by those doors (being careful 
to leave plenty of room to loop around) and children 
will be dismissed as each car pulls up to the door.  At 
certain times of the year, classes may be outside for gym 
or other activities and we ask that you not approach the 
playground doors until 3:10 p.m. 

 
We are interested in safe departures from the school 
property;  please drive carefully as cars may be backing out 
of parking spots and children may be crossing the parking 
lot. 
 

BICYCLE AND WALKING SAFETY 
Children are expected to walk on the sidewalks, cross at the 
protected crossings, and never walk in the road. 
 
Children may ride bicycles to school with parental approval.  
There are bicycle racks at school where bicycles should be 
locked.  Children should not ride their bicycles on the 
playground. 
 

ASSIGNMENT TO CLASSES 
 
KINDERGARTEN ENTRANCE AGE 
Children must be five years of age on or before September 1 
to enter Kindergarten. 
 
In assigning students to classes, the elementary principal will 
normally consider a variety of issues to ensure that each 
child will have a successful school year.  Examples of such 
issues include but are not limited to the following:  a fair 
distribution of sexes, specific health needs, special needs 
services required, inter-personal relationships, learning 
styles, and academic and social needs.  The principal will 
place heavy priority on teacher recommendations. 

 
Parents who have information that may be relevant when 
assignments are being made are asked to contact the 
elementary principal.  Parent information should be 
submitted in writing to the elementary principal by May 1 of 
each school year. 
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PROMOTION AND RETENTION OF 
ELEMENTARY STUDENTS 
The Lenox School Committee has a policy on the promotion 
and retention of elementary students.  Key sections are 
reprinted here. 
 
Determination of a child's retention should be made 
following careful evaluations and conferences involving the 
principal, teacher(s), and parents.  It is generally agreed that 
the earlier the retention, the more effective it is.  Ordinarily, 
a child shall be promoted if he/she shows sufficient physical, 
social, emotional and intellectual maturity so that he/she can 
be expected to have a successful experience at the next grade 
level.  If retention is considered, the best interests and long-
range welfare of the child shall be prime consideration. 
 
The elementary principal shall be responsible for making the 
final decision on retention based on consultations with 
school personnel and a careful weighing of teacher and 
parental recommendations.  Under Chapter 766 regulations, 
the principal shall determine if a referral for a core 
evaluation is appropriate whenever a child is in substantial 
risk of non-promotion. 
 
The possibility of retention must be made known to them 
[parents] well in advance -- no later than the end of the 
second marking period. 
 

PARENT PARTICIPATION 
 

MORRIS PARENT TEACHER 
ORGANIZATION  
The Morris Parent Teacher Organization (PTO), the local 
parent group, has as its main purpose to act as a dynamic 
support group dedicated to a high quality of education in the 
Lenox Public Schools.  The Morris PTO sponsors 
informational programs and funds special projects.  PTO 
funds are mainly raised through one large fund-raising 
project.  Some ongoing projects include Kindergarten 
Parents Reception, Reading Is Fundamental,Yearbook, 
Children's Book Fair, Morris Library helpers, Ski Night, 
April Fools Road Race, and the Thanksgiving Feast.  The 
PTO has also given generous financial support to the 
Library, to the faculty and staff, has supported numerous 
artistic performances and events, and has put money and 
time into each of the school playgrounds. 
 
The PTO is actively looking for parents to participate in their 
activities.  If you would like to be a part of this group 
enhancing the education of the children in Lenox, please 
contact one of the PTO representatives. 
 

MORRIS SCHOOL SCHOOL COUNCIL  
The Massachusetts Education Reform Act of 1993 
established School Councils in each school in the 
Commonwealth.  The Morris School School Council 

normally has 9 members (4 parents, 3 teachers, 1 community 
representative, and the elementary principal).  The Council 
meets at least five times a school year to assist the principal 
in (1) adopting educational goals for the school that are 
consistent with local educational policies and statewide 
student performance standards, (2) identifying the 
educational needs of students attending the  
school, (3) reviewing the annual school building budget, and 
(4) formulating a school improvement plan.  Whenever 
there is an opening on the Council, parents will be notified 
and may express an interest to be a member.  All School 
Council meetings are posted at the Town Hall and are open 
to the public. 
 

PARENT RESOURCE CENTER 
The Morris School has a Parent Resource Center in the 
Library.  Materials are available in the PRC on a variety of 
issues including parenting, siblings, health topics, discipline, 
special needs, and much more.  All materials are available to 
be borrowed. 
 
PARENT SURVEY 
We conduct an annual survey of parents to determine your 
level of satisfaction with your child’s education and general 
procedures at the school.  We do this in early May and 
release the results to the school community in June.  Your 
input is important. 
 

VOLUNTEER 
COORDINATOR/VOLUNTEERS 
The Morris School has a Volunteer Coordinator who works 
with parents and other community members who wish to 
volunteer in the schools.  The Volunteer Coordinator 
conducts training, discusses confidentiality, and makes 
connections with volunteers and teachers.  
 
If any parent feels he/she would like to help with classroom 
activities, accompany children on field trips, help with 
parties or special projects, etc., please contact the Volunteer 
Coordinator. 
 

PARAPROFESSIONAL SUPPORT 
SERVICES 
The Morris School employs a number of paraprofessional 
support staff who supervise the cafeteria and playground in 
addition to their clerical duties.  These support people play a 
very important role in keeping our students safe and insuring 
that school policies re behavior are maintained. 
 
In addition, we have a behavioral intervention assistant who 
works with students who have been disruptive in the 
classroom, have consistently violated school rules, or who 
have been aggressive with other students or staff. Students 
are referred to the behavior intervention assistant by school 
personnel.   
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INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAM
 

INSTRUCTIONAL ORGANIZATION  
Elementary grade classes at the Morris School are organized in accordance with a philosophy which recognizes the 
student as the focal point in the learning process.  Primary objectives are to help the child establish and retain identity as 
an individual within the classroom environment and progress at his/her own rate. 
 
Our Kindergarten through Grade Five classes are self-contained and heterogeneously grouped.    Grouping in Reading in 
the primary grades takes place within each homeroom.   
 
All classroom and special teachers hold a minimum of a bachelor's degree and most hold master's degrees.  All are 
certified by the Massachusetts State Board of Education. 
 
GENERAL 
The Kindergarten experience is a very important step in the life of your child.  An initial objective in Kindergarten is to 
ease the transition of five-year-old youngsters from home to school life.  Socially, your child is provided with 
opportunities for interaction in both large and small groups.  The specialists in Art, Music, Gym, Library, and Computer 
further enhance the kindergarten program. Throughout the school year the children participate in a variety of readiness 
activities in Reading, Writing, and Mathematics to prepare them for successful experiences in Grade 1 and beyond. 
 
A primary goal of the instructional program in grades one to five is the teaching of basic skills, particularly where 
reading, language arts, and mathematics are concerned.  However, an equally important aim is to teach the learning 
processes as well as content, so that children can become more effective problem solvers and independent thinkers.  
Science and social studies are particularly effective vehicles for developing these capabilities.  In the interest of the 
child's total development, experiences are provided to promote physical maturation and foster creative expression.  
Toward these ends, specialists in art, music, and physical education teach all classes on a regular basis to supplement 
those activities presented by the classroom teacher.  Handwriting is taught by all classroom teachers. 
 

READING 
Reading instruction in the primary grades is heavily grounded in a phonetic approach, but a variety of approaches are 
used to teach reading throughout the elementary grades.  From a "big book" program in Kindergarten through various 
basal readers and trade books, children learn letter sounds, word skills, and comprehension.  Children with emerging 
reading skills become exposed to literature in Grade 1 and many children in Grades 2-5 participate in the Junior Great 
Books program which teaches an inquiry-based approach to examining literature.  Students in Grades 3-5 read a number 
of novels throughout the year as a basic component of their reading program.  Children in Grades 3-5 are expected to do 
periodic book reports and independent reading is stressed at all levels. 
 

TITLE I READING/LANGUAGE ARTS PROGRAM  
We offer a Title I Reading Program to supplement our regular Reading program in Grades 1-3.  This program gives 
additional reading instruction to children who may have had a difficult time learning to read fluently or who may benefit 
from additional face-to-face instruction in reading.  We use Reading Assistants within the regular classroom and children 
are selected by ranking all children based on scores on Reading tests,  teacher recommendations,  and history of reading 
difficulty.  In Grades 4-5, students are selected using similar criteria as above but may be additionally assessed using a 
writing sample given at the end of Grade 3.  Results of the MCAS tests, when available, are also used to determine 
eligibility and specific needs. 

 
VOCABULARY  
In Grades 2-5 we teach a separate Vocabulary program, Wordly Wise.  This program exposes children to a graded list of 
vocabulary words.  We strive to foster an enjoyment of words and language that will continue well past Grade 5.  This 
program supplements vocabulary instruction that may come from reading books or be specific to a science, social studies, 
or math lesson. 

 
WRITING/SPELLING  
The Lenox writing program emphasizes the process of writing from Grade 1 on.  Children are actively engaged in pre-
writing, first drafts, feedback, re-writing, teacher conferences, and ultimately final drafts.  Children write from 
experience, practicing different forms of communication from journal writing, stories, friendly letters, business letters, 
and poetry to report writing, and a given topic may take from one to four weeks to be completely developed by a child. 
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It is not at all uncommon for children to use “invented spelling” in the early grades;  this allows children to be writers 
before they have developed the formal conventions of spelling.  Our formal spelling program starts in Grade 1 using a 
program developed by our first grade teachers.  This program emphasizes the words and word forms most commonly 
used in children's writing.  Grades 2-5 use the McDougal-Littell Spelling  series.  Spelling is also emphasized throughout 
the rewriting and conference processes in the writing program. 

 
MATHEMATICS 
Our goal in Mathematics is to produce mathematically-powerful thinkers and problem-solvers who are confident and feel 
comfortable using math in their daily lives.  From Kindergarten to Grade 2 we use the manipulative-based MathLand  
program.  The goals of the program are to involve students in projects and investigations that link concepts and ideas 
from several areas of mathematics including Number Relations, Data Analysis, Patterns and Functions, Measurement, 
Geometry, Logic and Algebra, and Probability and Statistics.  In grades 3-5 we use the Scott-Forseman Addison-
Wesley math program along with Investigations.  Our math program is consistent with the National Council of Teachers 
of Mathematics Standards that were first issued in 1990 (subsequently revised) and the Massachusetts Mathematics 
Curriculum Frameworks in the 2000 revision. 
 

SOCIAL STUDIES/SCIENCE 
Instruction in both social studies and science attempts to achieve a balance between factual information and conceptual 
understanding.  Children are expected to participate in "hands-on" projects as well as to use text materials in their 
exploration of the expanding world.  Both areas are currently under review to assess the curriculum fit with the 
Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks in History and Social Science and Science and Technology. 
 
The social studies program leads from a study of Myself and Others, Customs Around the World, national celebrations, 
and European exploration in the primary grades, to Native Americans, Shakers, the Revolutionary and Civil Wars, and 
Westward Expansion in Grade 3, Early Civilizations, Ancient, and Medieval Civilizations in Grade 4, to United States 
History (early exploration to 1815) in Grade 5. Throughout the grades, an emphasis is placed on discussing men and 
women who have been key figures in United States history. 
 
The science program tries to build conceptual skills through a balanced curriculum with units taught from three major 
areas - biological, physical, and earth & space science.  Emphasis is placed on hands-on discovery.  We do units on the 
Five Senses, Health/Nutrition, Plants, Weather and Seasons, Metamorphosis, Bees, Balls and Ramps, Magnetism, Sound, 
Dinosaurs, Solutions, Energy, the Human Body, the Solar System, Ecology, Changes of State, Insects, Trees, Birds, 
Whales, Pond Life, Endangered Animals, Geology, Electric Currents, and Micro Gardening in various grades.  Individual 
teachers may add other units of study to supplement this list. 
 

HEALTH EDUCATION  
Health education takes place in all grades from PreK through Grade 5 and is incorporated into the curriculum in a variety 
of ways, depending on grade level.  Some units are taught using The Great Body Shop curriculum;  others are presented 
by the classroom teacher, guest speakers, or consultants who come to school  to speak with our children at assembly 
programs or in individual classrooms.   Major topics addressed in the health education curriculum include:  Health & 
Disease, Substance Use, Misuse, and Abuse, Emotional/Mental Health/Affective Education, Safety and First  
Aid, Personal Safety - Child/Sexual Abuse, Physical Growth & Development, Environmental Health, Consumer Health, 
Community Health, and Healthful Lifestyles. Our health education program changes as new knowledge and theory 
concerning health and well-being evolves, and in accordance with state law. 
 

FOREIGN LANGUAGE 
The Morris School offers basic foreign language instruction in both Spanish and French.  Students in grades K-3 have 
twice weekly classes in Spanish and in grades 4-5 students switch to twice weekly instruction in French.  Instruction in 
both languages is conversation based and focuses on developing a very basic recognition and of sounds and words to 
enable simple communication.   

 
ART 
Each class has art instruction once a week under the direction of the art teacher.  The art program provides an exposure to 
a variety of art media.  Students are expected to explore various art forms applying their own level of creativity and 
imagination to each project or task.  The emphasis is on the process of their involvement with various art media. The 
classroom teachers and the art teacher often integrate art projects into the regular instructional program.  We hold an Art 
Show in the spring with each student’s artwork on display throughout the Morris School. 
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MUSIC/INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC  
Singing, rhythm, theory, and music appreciation are taught once a week to each class by the music teacher.  Music 
instruction at Morris aligns with state guidelines and is based largely on the instructional philosophies of Orff and 
Kodaly.   Each class includes several opportunities to experience and make music through listening, movement, 
instruments, and voice.  Music instruction is often linked thematically with the class instruction in social studies, reading, 
or even math.   
 
Students are given access to instruments from kindergarten on but may choose to select an instrument in fourth grade.  
Fourth grade and fifth grade are instructional years with band instruments and fifth grade band students perform as an 
ensemble twice during the year.   Students in grade two and up may also choose to participate in chorus ensemble, a 
group that meets before school and performs for the community during the school year.   
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION  
The children in Grades K-5 have physical education twice a week.  These classes are taught by our physical education 
teacher(s).  The program offers each child a chance to learn fundamental fitness concepts, to participate in physical 
activities, and to improve cardio-vascular endurance;  to learn social skills in cooperative and competitive settings;  to 
develop an enjoyment of participation in sport, fitness, cooperative, and recreational activities;  and to develop basic 
sport and recreational skills.  The program is designed for children to develop strength, endurance, speed, coordination, 
flexibility, poise, balance, and a good sense of equilibrium. 
 

LIBRARY  
The Morris School is fortunate to have both a wonderful, completely automated library and a complementary relationship 
with the Lenox Library on Main Street.  The children's librarian from the Lenox Library visits the Morris Library and 
works with our Library Assistant.  Classes visit the library weekly to select books, hear stories, and receive instruction in 
proper use of the library and reference materials.  Starting with the 2009 school year, library time also will be 
considered a time for students to receive extra help, complete assessments, conference with teachers, and complete  
independent research. 
 

COMPUTER INSTRUCTION  
Instruction in computer technology is given to children from first grade on.  Morris School is well equipped with 
technology learning tools managed by a computer and technology teacher.  The 24 unit computer lab was recently 
upgraded and now may host an entire class for a 45 minute computer learning class.  The goal of the technology program 
is two-fold:  first and foremost, to enhance and support the classroom curriculum via educational software, and second, to 
provide students with instruction in the use of educational technology so that they may progress toward independent use.   
All student access to internet resources is closely supervised and all online content is filtered for security.    
 
An integral part of the technology program is the ethical and appropriate use of the computer in school, at home, and in 
interaction with others.  Parents are urged to monitor their children's use of the computer at home, to install devices that 
ensure their children's safety and shield them from material which may be harmful to themselves or others. 
 

ENRICHMENT 
Students at Morris are fortunate to receive the support of an enrichment teacher.  Enrichment allows students to deepen 
their knowledge on subjects taught in the classroom and allows for exploration of new topics.  Our enrichment teacher 
also coordinates Morris participation in Destination Imagination competition. 

 
HOME TUTORING  
Parents who expect their child will be absent for an extended time due to illness or an accident should contact the 
elementary principal about home tutoring. 
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HOMEWORK 
It is sound educational practice to develop good study habits by encouraging children to take upon themselves school-
assigned responsibilities at home at an early age.  It is equally important to make each school-assigned home 
responsibility an effective part of the child's learning program. 
 
Homework should be: 
    .. an outgrowth of and preparation for class activities 
    .. an opportunity to build work habits 
    .. a vehicle to develop and reinforce skill 
    .. a child's responsibility 
 
 
Parents often wonder whether they should help their children with homework.  Children should be encouraged to   
begin an assignment and to complete as much of it alone as  possible.  However, many assignments which seemed    
clear in the classroom reveal hidden difficulties once the child is on his/her own, and herein lies much of the value of  
homework.  Anything a parent can do to explain, discuss, or remove confusion is heartily encouraged.  In addition,        
the fact that a child's parents find his/her work important, interesting, and worth sharing will enhance the child's own  
respect for his/her school work - homework or otherwise. 
 
The amount of time a child spends on homework will vary considerably.  Some children work fast, others slowly;   
some are conscientious, others less so;  some do their homework at free moments during school time, others do not;   
some budget their time so that long-term assignments are painless, even fun - others wait until the last minute and  
cause family chaos. 
 
When assignments are made, teachers will consider the total amount of homework for which the child is responsible. 
 
From Kindergarten through Grade Two teachers assign homework as conditions warrant.  In Grades Three through  
Five homework is assigned on a routine basis.  Some assignments are given nightly and others are of a long-term   
nature.  The following is a general estimate of time allotment for homework: 
 
    Grade Three - 30 min./day   Grade Four - 45 min./day   Grade Five -60 min./day 
 
When homework is assigned, deadlines are expected to be met;  however, latitude for extension must remain with the  
teacher in consideration of extenuating circumstances.  Consequences for incomplete homework assignments are left  
to the teacher's discretion. 
 
The students should receive feedback on assignments, be it by teacher correction, student correction, discussion, etc. 

 
PARENTS AND HOMEWORK  
Parents can help begin to train and develop independence and responsibility in their child or children concerning 
homework by: 
 
.. providing a specific place to do homework that is quiet, has enough work space, and has proper   
   light for good vision 
.. supervising and scheduling specific time for homework to be done 
.. asking to see completed homework 
.. being sure your child brings his/her homework and books back to school each morning 
.. informing the teacher when your child does not understand assignments or cannot do the work 
.. showing interest in your child's homework and other school experiences 
.. talking with, listening to, and doing things with your child 
.. avoiding comparing your child with other children 
.. letting your child know you care about his/her success 
.. informing the school that another language other than English is spoken at home 
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REPORT CARDS/CONFERENCES 
Report cards are sent home three times a year.  Parent-teacher conferences are held on a school-wide basis twice a year 
with the classroom teachers (usually December and March/April).  These conferences are by appointment.  Notices are 
sent home well in advance of the conferences.  Good communication between parents and teachers by means of 
conferences and reports is essential in understanding the children's needs and their progress in school. 
 
The marks that appear on your child's report card vary depending on the grade level of the child. 
 
E - Exceptional achievement     N - Needs to improve 
S - Satisfactory       U - Unsatisfactory 
SS - Successful with Support     NA - Not Applicable at this time 
I - Improvement since last report 
 
The following are among the criteria used to select the appropriate mark: 
 

1. The progress your child has made from the beginning of the fall term to the first report and from each    
report thereafter. 

 2.    The potential ability your child has for academic development. 
 3.    The achievement your child has shown in relation to his/her grade level. 
 4.    The work habits and attitude your child has demonstrated. 
 
 Comment sheets will often be inserted with the report card indicating specific areas of the curriculum studied during the 
marking period.  The teacher may also feel it is necessary to give you further explanation of your child's progress. 

 
TESTING PROGRAM  
Several group testing programs are administered at the Morris School.   They are designed to provide information about 
the proficiency of children in critical academic areas and to indicate potential academic achievement and aptitude.  The 
results of these tests provide a continuing record of each child's academic progress in comparison with national norms.  
They are also an aid to your child's teacher in diagnosing individual strengths and weaknesses.   
 
Any parent who wishes specific information about a child's test results may make an appointment with the Elementary 
Principal. 
 
The MCAS (Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System) tests are given according to the following schedule: 
 
Grades 3/4/5 - English Language Arts - Reading  (April), Mathematics (May)    
Grade 4 - English Language Arts - Composition  (April)    
Grade 5:   Science and Technology, History and Social Science (May) 
 
The MCAS tests are designed to measure what the students know and are able to do and are matched to the 
Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks.  All students are required to take these tests.  
 
First graders are given an informal Developmental Reading Assessment to assess competence in word recognition and 
basic comprehension skills.  These are used in determining which students might need additional reading help in the Title 
I program and to monitor progress toward developing literacy. 
 
Second, third and fourth graders are given a reading comprehension test, Degrees of Reading Power (DRP) to help 
determine which students might need additional help through the Title I program.   
 
Students in all grades may be given periodic assessments using the Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy 
(Dibels) or AIMSweb assessment probes of reading and math fluency.  These are timed assessments that can be 
compared to national norms.  They give teachers great information about student progress towards academic goals.   
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GUIDANCE PROGRAM  
The elementary guidance program is implemented by a full-time master's level child development specialist/family 
therapist.  The program is shaped to promote self-esteem, coping and problem solving skills, and positive social 
interaction for youngsters in grades K-5.  The thrust of the guidance program is both preventive and proactive:  It is well 
known that children who feel good about themselves, know how to make and keep friends, and have confidence in their 
own ability to deal with stress, are at low risk for drug and alcohol abuse, delinquent behavior, depression, and 
aggression.  By supporting our students in their attempts to address difficulties as they occur, and encouraging a positive 
approach to social and emotional issues, we are enabling the children's ability to make healthy decisions for themselves as 
they grow older. 
 
Utilizing a systemic, developmental approach, guidance services available to students, parents, and staff take several 
forms: 
 
..A classroom program for grades K-3 that helps students develop a sound sense of self, respect for and tolerance of 
others, and a sense of belonging and responsibility to their community. 
..FRIENDS groups, for students needing to strengthen their social skills, expand their circle of friends, or develop a sense 
of belonging within our school community. 
..Individual and family sessions for students and parents experiencing stress (at home or school) that impacts on the 
children's school performance, academically, socially or behaviorally. 
..Parents Groups for mothers and fathers wishing to discuss the development and behavior of children in various grades. 
..Conferencing and consultation with teachers and parents regardless of whether their students/children are in counseling. 
..Crisis intervention in situations requiring rapid resolution, referral, or mediation. 
 
The guidance program is one that is always evolving, based on developmentally appropriate concepts and activities for 
the students and current understandings of what supports positive social and emotional growth for children.  Parents are 
encouraged to contact the guidance counselor with concerns or requests of service for their children. 
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SPECIAL SERVICES 
 

Recognizing that individual differences exist among children, the Lenox Public Schools offer a number of special 
services to its students designed to help them fulfill their individual potential.  All of these services come under the 
guidelines of Chapter 766 of the Acts of 1972 of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  Included among these 
services are screening, evaluation, special education instruction, and services related to the child's identified need.  
Related services include speech and language therapy, occupational therapy, physical therapy, and counseling. 
 
Individual educational plans (IEPs) are provided for children with special needs. 
 

SCREENING 
Early Childhood (children ages three and four) and Kindergarten entry screening (children age five) take place each 
Spring to ascertain the presence of special educational needs and to provide teachers with information about each child so 
they can plan for each child individually.  Beginning with a parent questionnaire, screening covers a physical 
examination, vision and hearing testing, speech and language, fine and gross motor skills, discrimination and memory, 
and other mental abilities. 
 
Early Childhood screening is optional on the part of the parent.  Kindergarten entry screening is required for all children 
entering Kindergarten.  In each case parents may discuss the results of the screening with the appropriate school 
personnel. 
 
For most children, the screening is one of the first experiences they may have in the school setting.  The teachers involved 
in the screening take into account shyness or reticence to take part in their assessment of the child's development.  Most 
children enjoy the screening process. 
 
Following screening a recommendation is sometimes made for evaluation.  At this point parents are always contacted and 
become part of the decision-making team to determine if further evaluation should be made. 
 

SPECIAL EDUCATION INSTRUCTION  
If a child is in need of special education services, an appropriate combination of classroom instruction and specialized 
help is developed.  The goal of such help is always to enable a child to progress to the upper limits of his/her ability in the 
least restrictive environment. Special education takes place in one of our three resource rooms or directly in the 
classrooms.  Programs are designed to help children who may have physical handicaps, intellectual limitations, specific 
learning disabilities, developmental and emotional disabilities, sensory, neurological, communication disorders or other 
health concerns that may prevent the child from making effective progress in the regular education program. 

 
SPEECH AND LANGUAGE THERAPY  
Children who do not learn early in life to express themselves well, to understand and to be understood, are seriously 
hampered.  The special needs program provides corrective speech instruction by a master’s level licensed speech 
language pathologist.  The program helps children who have difficulties in the areas of articulation, language, rhythm, 
and voice.  After diagnosis, appropriate therapy is prescribed.  Instruction, treatment, and drill take place in an individual 
or small group setting. 
 

COUNSELING AND EVALUATION SERVICES 
The elementary school is served by two school adjustment counselors who are master's level social workers.  They are 
part of the Special Needs Evaluation Team and when appropriate, the Morris Support Team.  Their role is to assess 
referred students' individual social/emotional needs through observation and interviews with teachers, parents and 
children, and make recommendations that are practical for teachers and parents to follow, as well as to provide necessary 
counseling services. 
 
Counseling takes place in an individual, group, or family setting. The purpose of this counseling is to help children 
resolve personal conflicts that affect their adjustment to school and to improve their interpersonal skills around 
communication and problem-solving. 
 
 
It is often supportive and helpful for students to bring a classmate to counseling sessions.  Parents whose children may 
accompany a student in group counseling sessions beyond two visits will be notified and permission for extended group 
participation will be requested. 
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PRESCHOOL PROGRAMS 
The Special Needs Department operates two half-day Preschool programs at the Morris School for children ages three 
and four.  Both programs are integrated;  that is, they serve both children who have been identified as having special 
needs as well as "typical" peer role models.  Children identified as having special needs are guaranteed service;  there are 
a limited number of openings available for typical peers each year. 
 
Parents who feel that their child may need any of the services discussed above should first talk with their child's 
classroom teacher to discuss their concerns.  Information concerning the regulations of Chapter 766 (Special Education 
Services) of the General Laws of Education are always available in each school or directly from the Special Needs 
Director should you have concerns or questions. 
 

LENOX SPECIAL NEEDS PARENT ADVISORY COUNCIL (PAC) 
Our local Parent Advisory Council was formed in 1987 and is comprised of parents who have or have had a child or 
children needing special education or Title I services.  Meetings are held monthly and parents are encouraged to attend.  
Please call the Special Education Office (637-5571) for meeting dates.   

 
 

 
 
HEALTH SERVICES  AND POLICIES 
 
School Health Services promote the health of students through prevention, case-finding, early intervention and 
remediation of specific problems, provision of direct services for students with special needs, and provision of health 
counseling to promote an optimal level of wellness for students and staff. 
 
 
TREE NUT/Peanut Allergies 
 

Students who attend Morris may have life-threatening tree nut/peanut allergies.  For these students, ingestion of any form 
of tree nut/peanut substance is potentially fatal.  In addition, the risk of coming into contact with a desk or other surface 
that came in contact with nut products could create a life-threatening reaction. 
 
For these reasons, parents may be asked to avoid any and all snacks containing nuts if the potential for an allergic 
reaction exists in a Morris classroom.  This may include daily snacks and foods for field trips, birthdays and classroom 
projects.  Due to the obvious safety concerns, the school requires adherence to this request without exception, meaning 
that a child bringing nut containing snacks into an allergy-risk classroom will not be permitted to open or consume the 
snack.   
 
The Morris cafeteria does not serve or use any tree nut or peanut product as part of our lunch program.  Parents are 
welcome to send nut butters in your child's lunch even if your child's classroom has an identified allergy risk.  In the 
cafeteria there are nut free tables and students with nut products in their lunch will not be permitted to sit at those tables.    
 
The school nurse should be advised of any food allergies that a student may have.  Parents are asked to make the nurse 
aware of these and any other serious concerns prior to the student's attendance at Morris.     
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SCHOOL NURSING SERVICES 
A bachelor's level registered nurse is available at the Morris School to provide the following services:  Care of 
students/staff when they are ill or injured; mandatory screenings which include vision and hearing, height and weight, and 
postural screening (5th grade); periodic all-school head lice screenings, conducted as needed; communicable disease 
control; immunization control; maintenance of health records; physical assessment and physical examinations; 
medication administration; health counseling; collaboration regarding pertinent health issues with faculty, staff and other 
health professionals; environmental health; health agency referrals; specialized health care plans for children with special 
health care needs. 
 
PHYSICAL EXAMINATIONS AND IMMUNIZATIONS  
According to Massachusetts Department of Public Health regulations as outlined in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
General Law, physical examinations and immunization records are required upon entering preschool, kindergarten and all 
new admissions.  Physical examinations are also required in grade 4. Parents have the option of having their child’s Pre-
Kindergarten or Grade 4 physicals done at the school by our school physician. 
 
Before admission, all students must submit proof of immunization to be reviewed by the school nurse who will authorize 
admission.  Except as specifically provided for by law, children, not successfully immunized, are to be excluded from 
school in accordance with Chapter 76, Section 15 of the Massachusetts General Laws.  The school nurse will make 
recommendations for exclusion to the Elementary Principal. 
 

COMMUNICABLE DISEASE CONTROL  
Children who have indications of communicable disease should remain at home until fully recovered.  The family 
physician should issue a note stating that the child may return to school.  To keep health records up-to-date, it is 
important that the nature of the illness be stated. 
 

ACCIDENT AND ILLNESS POLICIES  
School is for students who are well.  Please do not send your child to school if he or she has any sign of illness. 
 
In case of illness, the school makes necessary arrangements for the sick child to return home.  Normally, the school  
cannot provide transportation for students who are ill or injured.  Please identify on the Emergency Information Card  
the person(s) who will call for your child if he/she is ill or has had an accident.  We require the emergency  
information cards so that we have on  file the directions you want followed in the event your child has to return home  
due to illness or accident during the school day. 
 
Please let the school nurse know if your child is ill.  If possible, also include information about the diagnosis and  
expected period of absence from school. 

 
ADMINISTRATION OF MEDICATIONS  
The Authorization for Medications To Be Taken During School Hours is required in order for students to receive 
medications at school.  This applies to non-prescription as well as prescription medications.  Both a parent's signature and 
the prescribing physician's signature are required.  Please contact the School Nurse if your child needs medications.   
 
The medication must be sent in a prescription bottle and should not be sent to school with the child.  It should be brought 
personally by the parent to the School Nurse.   
 

MEDICAL NOTES  
When a child has been ill or injured and has returned to school, we expect the child to participate fully in school activities 
both in and out of the classroom.  Exceptions to this policy may only be made with a specific dated medical note giving 
the reason why the child should not take part and giving the specific length of time the note should be in effect.  All notes 
should be written by the parent, guardian, or physician.  We expect children to go out for all recesses unless excused by a 
specific medical note.  
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POLICIES AND PRACTICES FOR A SAFE AND PRODUCTIVE SC HOOL: 

STUDENT CODE OF CONDUCT 
 
Within the school community each member has a specific role. 
 
The Student should strive to Respect Others, Respect Themselves, and Respect Property. 
 
The Classroom Teacher is the key person in developing and enforcing guidelines for appropriate behavior in the school 
setting and working (privately or in classroom discussion groups) with students and parents to act on consequences as 
necessary. 
 
The Head Teacher, in the absence of the principal, assists school personnel in determining consequences for serious 
violations of student conduct. 
 
Each Parent has a vital role to play in the entire process of encouraging acceptable behavior from his/her children and 
participating in consequences in cooperation with the classroom teacher and other school personnel. 
 
The Principal confers with students, teachers, and parents and tries to make decisions that will help the students develop 
responsible and respectful behavior. 
 
The Guidance Counselor is a member of a team dealing with inappropriate student behaviors. S/he supports all staff, 
students, and parents by providing group instruction about friendships, dealing with emotions, and other issues.  The 
Guidance Counselor  assists in the development and implementation of behavior plans.   
 
The School Intervention Assistant assists teachers, other paraprofessionals, specialists, and the principal when a child's 
behavior is out of compliance with school rules and expectations.  She does her work in the classrooms, on the 
playgrounds, in the cafeteria and in a room designated for in-school suspension.  The intervention assistant provides 
activities that help students de-escalate, learn about appropriate social behavior and choices, and models appropriate 
responses to school rules and regulations. 
 
There will be times when consequences for violations of the rules will be necessary.  The following consequences are in 
direct relation to the infraction; teachers and parents should involve the student as appropriate in decision-making 
regarding fair and instructive use of these consequences. 
 
The following serve as examples of elementary school misbehavior.  It is impossible to give a response here for every 
conceivable infraction.  We deal with each situation individually and try to respond appropriately using a range of 
consequences. 
 
Changing behavior patterns of a misbehaving child sometimes takes a long period of time.  The teacher or other adults 
who have direct contact with the child will continue to encourage the child's efforts to improve. 
 

PROCEDURES FOR SERIOUS MISBEHAVIOR 
1.  Procedures for Extreme Behavior (Classroom, School Building, Playground) 
Examples of extreme behavior problems which may occur at school are: 

A child leaving school premises without permission. 
        A child physically harming or threatening a staff member or student.. 
        A child destroying or using school property improperly. 
        A child swearing in the presence of others. 
 
If such action occurs, the adult in charge will notify the Principal or Head Teacher.  The child will be separated from 
other students and/or removed from the area.   During the course of the day, the Principal or Head Teacher will confer 
with the child, contact the child’s parents,  and will work toward resolving the problem, including assigning an 
appropriate consequence from the continuum of consequences.  The problem and its resolution will be discussed by the 
Principal and/or Head Teacher, the parent, and the child before the child returns to class.  The adult initially involved 
with the misbehavior will write up a disciplinary slip or incident report. 
 
2.  Procedures for Very Serious Misbehavior 
Examples of very serious behavior problems are: 
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 A child being habitually tardy to school. 
 A child disrupting the classroom or instruction. 
 A child making fun of another student. 
 A child playing dangerously on the playground. 
 
 
The adult in charge will react strongly to an instance of very serious misbehavior, reinforce the rules, and determine an 
appropriate consequence.  If necessary, the adult in charge will notify the Head Teacher and/or Principal.  A discipline 
notice will be sent home and the adult and student will work together to establish a consequence.  Depending on the 
situation, the staff will meet to determine if the behavior warrants referral for other services or outside supports. 
 
3.  Suspension Procedures 
A student may be suspended by the Principal or his designee when the student:  (a) poses a threat to the physical well-
being of himself or any other student or staff member;  (b) is causing and may continue to cause substantial interference 
with the educational process;  (c) intentionally causes or attempts to cause substantial damage to school property or 
private property or steals or attempts to steal school property of substantial value;  (d) knowingly possesses or transmits 
any firearm, knife, explosive, or other dangerous object on school grounds or at a school function;  (e) knowingly 
possesses, uses, transmits, or is under the influence of any narcotic drug, hallucinogenic drug, amphetamine, barbiturate, 
marijuana, alcoholic beverage, or intoxicant of any kind;  (f) repeatedly and/or intentionally defies the valid authority of 
supervisors, teachers, or administrators;  (g) repeatedly and/or willfully violates the accepted rules and regulations of the 
Morris School. 
 
In rare cases a teacher may encounter a child who is upset for any number of reasons and who is seriously disrupting a 
classroom.  The only solution may be to have the child leave the classroom environment and stay at home for a short 
period of time or in school under close supervision. The responsibility for sending a child home for gross misbehavior, 
including classroom and building disruption, rests with the Principal.  The decision is made after consultation with the 
classroom teacher, Head Teacher, and Special Needs personnel if the child is receiving special help. 
 
In-School Suspension may be deemed an appropriate temporary action for a child who is seriously disrupting the 
educational setting or consistently misbehaving in any school area.  The intent of In-School Suspension is to minimize 
out-of-school suspensions while maintaining a continuing program for students.  Students will be required to perform  
schoolwork while in In-School Suspension.  Such work will be assigned by the appropriate classroom and/or resource 
room teachers.  The teacher or other adult in charge will initiate the procedure by consulting with the Head Teacher and 
the Principal.  The parent will be informed of the decision for in-school suspension.  The in-school suspension typically 
will be for a one to three day period. 
 
The decision for a longer suspension, dependent on the nature and severity of the misbehavior, will be the duty of the 
Principal after consulting with the parents, all personnel directly involved with the child, and the Superintendent of 
Schools, if necessary.  The Principal will determine the length of the suspension, will arrange for homework assignments, 
and will determine how the child will return to school. 
 
4.  Exclusion or Expulsion Procedures 
Exclusion or expulsion is defined as that formal action voted by the School Committee, acting upon the recommendation 
of the Superintendent, which excludes a student from regular classroom instruction for any period of time exceeding ten 
(10) school days.  To impose expulsion, the School Committee must find that:  (a) the continued presence of the child in 
school would endanger the physical safety of others or cause substantial interference with the right of others to pursue an 
education;  or, (b) the student violated school regulations as defined in the reasons for suspension at least three (3) times 
during one (1) school year and that each violation was serious enough, in the absence of other violations, to warrant 
suspension. 
 
Expulsion or exclusion is a very serious disciplinary measure.  It can be imposed only by the School Committee and only 
after the student has had full procedural protection. 
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DISCIPLINING STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS 
 
An underlying principle of Chapter 766 is that a student who has been found by an evaluation team to have special needs 
and whose program is described in an Individualized Educational Plan must be treated in a manner that most resembles 
his/her peers who do not have special needs while at the same time considering his/her unique programming needs.  The 
following procedure must be followed with respect to the suspension (including in-school suspension) of any child on an 
Individualized Educational Plan (I.E.P.): 
 

a.  The I.E.P. for every special needs student will indicate whether the student is expected to meet the regular 
discipline code or if a modification is required.  If a modified discipline code is required, it will be written into 
the I.E.P. 

 
b.  The Principal will notify the Director of Special Education of the suspendable offense of a special needs 
student and a record will be maintained of such notifications. 
 
c.  When it is known that the suspension(s) of a special needs student will accumulate to 10 days in a school 
year, a review of the I.E.P. will be held to determine the appropriateness of the student's placement or program.  
The TEAM will make a finding as to the relationship between the student's misconduct and his/her handicapping 
condition, special education placement, and/or implementation of the I.E.P., and either: 

 
      1.  design a modified program for the student, or 

2.  write an amendment to provide for the delivery of special education services during the suspension and 
any needed modification of the I.E.P. relative to discipline code expectations. 

 
  d.  The Director of Special Needs shall notify the Department of Education as required by state policy. 

 
DUE PROCESS 
 
The school will follow definite procedures ("due process") in providing a protection of rights in the event the student is 
disciplined for violation of school rules.  For any discipline short of suspension, due process consists of notifying the 
student of the violation (usually verbal) and affording the student an opportunity to respond before the measure is 
employed.  If being detained after school is part of the disciplinary action, the student is entitled to a verbal or written 
notice of the violation and an opportunity to respond before detention is assigned.  A 24-hour notice of detention will be 
given when there is a problem of transportation or safety. 
 
Due process for any type of suspension includes verbal or written notification to the student and parent of charges, and 
the opportunity for the student to present her/his side of the story.  Notice of the reason for suspension and an  
opportunity to present her/his side of the story will occur before being asked to leave school grounds, except when a 
student presents an immediate threat to school officials, another student, or her/himself, or clearly endangers the school 
environment.  In this case, the notice and opportunity to speak will be provided within 48 hours (excluding weekends, 
holidays, or school vacations.) 
 
The procedure prior to an expulsion or exclusion is more elaborate than those preceding a suspension.  The additional 
protection provided a student in an expulsion case includes having an attorney present at the hearing (at the student's 
expense), confronting all witnesses, and complainants, and conducting the hearing before the School Committee. 

 
PROCEDURE FOR PARENTAL COMMUNICATION/APPEAL WITH SC HOOL 
PERSONNEL CONCERNING A DISCIPLINE PROBLEM 
 
A parent who is concerned about disciplinary action taken against his/her child should follow this procedure: 
 
  (1) Contact the school and speak with the staff member directly involved in making the decision for corrective action.  
Parents may contact staff members during the regular workday (8:30 am-3:15 pm for grades PreK-5).  If a staff member 
is unable to take a telephone call, the call will be returned within 24 hours (i.e., by the next school day). 
 
  (2) If a parent contacts an administrator about a disciplinary problem, the administrator will check that the parent has 
first discussed the issue with the staff member involved.  If the staff member has not been contacted, the administrator 
will inform the staff member about the call and ask the staff member to make contact with the parent. 
 



Morris School Parent Handbook 

 19  

  
 (3) If this approach does not lead to resolution of the problem, an administrator may be asked to mediate. 
 
  (4) The proper channeling of concerns from parents is as follows: 
      a.  Teacher or other staff member    c.  Superintendent 
      b. Principal                      d.  School Committee 
      
 

EXAMPLES OF BEHAVIORAL SITUATIONS AND POSSIBLE CONS EQUENCES 
1.  A child who misbehaves on the playground may be assigned any of a number of consequences depending on the 
individual circumstances.  They may include separation from the other students to losing recess privileges to assisting the 
paraprofessionals as a playground monitor.  Consequences for a child who is involved in continuous minor infractions of 
playground rules will be determined by the paraprofessional on duty in consultation with the Head Teacher. 
 
2.  A child who breaks or damages school property will pay for the cost of repair or replacement.  When this occurs in the 
classroom, the decision for consequences will be made by the teacher and/or the Principal or Head Teacher.  Otherwise, 
the decision will be made by the Principal. 
 
3.  A child who writes on walls, desks, or floors will clean all markings with soap and water. 
 
4.  A child who throws papers or food on floors or on the playground will pick up the area.  Consequences will be 
assigned by the adult on duty. 
 
5.  A child who destroys a school book or workbook will be charged an appropriate replacement amount. 
 
6.  A child who takes or damages another person's property will make restitution.  The decision for consequences for a 
child who continually takes the belongings of others will be made by the classroom teacher in consultation with the 
parent. 
 
7.  A child who is disruptive in the classroom will be disciplined by the classroom teacher dependent on the teacher's 
judgment of the severity of the disruption.  The child may be sent to the office for a short time until the teacher and child 
may confer alone. 
 
8.  A child who continually violates school rules, especially those regarding the rights and property of others and those 
relating to the safety of other students or school personnel may lose the privilege of attending a school event or class  
field trip.  The final decision rests with the Principal, normally after consultation with the Head Teacher, classroom 
teacher, and parents. 
 
9.  A child who refuses to complete an assigned task in the classroom may be kept in at recess or after school to finish the 
work if the teacher feels it is in the best interest of the child.  Additional work may be assigned as a consequence for 
incomplete or untimely assignments.  The teacher will call the parent in advance so that transportation can be provided.  
(Advance notice will vary according to availability of parent transportation and time needed to make arrangements).  
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SCHOOL BUS RULES 
Students should: 
.. be on time at the designated bus stop. .. follow instructions of the bus driver. 
.. take care not to damage the property (lawn, shrubs, trees, 
house, etc.) at the bus stop. 

.. be courteous and respectful to the bus driver and other 
students. 

.. stay off the road while waiting for the bus, wait until the 
bus comes to a complete stop before approaching it, and 
refrain from crowding or pushing while boarding. 

.. use acceptable language on the bus. 

.. sit in the bus seat while the bus is in motion and refrain 
from changing seats. 

.. have written permission to leave the bus other than at 
home or school. 

.. respect the rights and property of others (clothing, books, 
lunches;  bus seats, windows, etc.). 

.. help look after the safety of small children. .. refrain from opening and closing windows and 
emergency doors. 

 .. refrain from eating or throwing food and wrappings on 
the bus or out of the bus windows. 

 .. allow other students to pass in the aisle without 
interference. 

 .. enter and leave the bus at designated stops in an orderly 
manner 

 

BUS MISBEHAVIOR PROCEDURES 
The bus driver shall write up incidents of school bus misbehavior and give a copy directly to the student and follow it 
with a copy to the Principal.  The Principal shall discuss the infraction with the student and his parents.  If the Principal 
feels, after conferring with a representative of the bus company, that bus privileges for this child should be suspended for 
a period of time, he will make this decision and inform the bus contractor and the parent.  The bus driver at no time shall 
put a child off the bus.  He/she is obligated to transport the child either to his home or to school and then refer the 
incident to the Principal immediately. 

 
PLAYGROUND RULES  
Children must: 
.. include all children in games or other activities. .. use only whiffle balls, rubber balls, and plastic bats. 
.. use the playground equipment with care and safety 
toward other children. 

.. not engage in violent or aggressive play (i.e., 
wrestling or king-of-the-hill type activity) 

.. play fairly in all game activities without hurting or 
harming any person. 

.. ask permission to retrieve any balls that go out of the 
playground. 

.. use the playground for fun and enjoyment.  

.. keep the playground free of food and papers. .. not throw rocks, wood chips, or snow. 

.. put all playground equipment away in the shed .. reenter the building from the playground only with the 
specific permission of the paraprofessional on duty. 

.. share the use of playground equipment and play areas 
with fellow students. 

.. not bring items such as Game Boys, IPods, or other 
headset gear to recess. 

.. report any disorderly conduct or emergency 
situations to the teacher paraprofessional at once. 

.. immediately and respectfully follow directions and 
guidelines from the adults on duty. 

.. play only in designated areas of the playground.  

.. be helpful and courteous to the paraprofessionals at all 
times. 

 

.. refrain from sharing snacks (for allergy and dietary 
reasons). 
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INTERNET POLICY 
 
MISSION STATEMENT 
Morris School has the ability to enhance our educational system via the use of technology and the Internet.  Our goal in 
providing this service to teachers and students is to promote educational excellence by facilitating resource sharing, 
innovation, and communication on a global scale.  However, with this educational opportunity also comes the 
responsibility on the part of the sponsoring school district, educators, parents, and students alike. 
 

POLICY 
Morris School supports each family’s right to decide whether or not their child will be permitted access to the Internet 
while at school.  Thus, only children who have an annual signed parent/guardian consent form will be allowed access.   
 
Students may only access the Internet when their teacher or other responsible school personnel have given them direct 
permission. 
 
While students are on the Internet, they will be monitored directly by a teacher or other responsible school personnel. 
 
Children are not permitted to use the Internet during indoor recess or when they are with non-school groups using the 
building (example:  Girl Scouts, C.C.D…etc.) 
 
Content filtering software has been installed to prevent access to offensive, inappropriate, illegal, defamatory, inaccurate, 
controversial, or dangerous information on the Internet.  However, please be aware that such filtering is not 100 percent 
effective.  There is always the possibility that a student may accidentally access inappropriate material.  In the event of 
the above, students must inform their parents, a teacher, or other school personnel immediately. 
 
All students (grades 3 and above) will receive training concerning Internet safety rules.  This training will occur within 
the computer lab and be reinforced within individual classrooms. 
 
Morris School does not grant e-mail privileges to students.  If students have an e-mail account at home, they are not 
permitted to use it at school.  Students are not allowed to send or receive personal e-mail at Morris School.   
 
Students will be instructed to never give out personal information about others or themselves such as their name, 
password, address, telephone number, location of school, or any other personal information when they are on the Internet. 
 
Participation in chat rooms is not allowed at Morris School. 
 
Students should not respond to any online messages that are mean, or in any way make them feel uncomfortable.  If 
students receive a message that makes them uncomfortable, they should tell their teachers and parents immediately. 
 
Student safety, privacy, and the legal right to intellectual ownership are paramount.  Thus, student names, digitized 
photos, video clips, audio clips, student written or art work or any other personal identifying information will not be 
allowed on the Internet (example:  our school website) without proper written parental and student consent.  In addition, 
it is Morris School’s written policy that only a student’s first name and no other identifying information be allowed on 
any student publication on the Internet. 
 
Students must ask teacher permission before downloading files from the Internet.  Some Internet files may contain viruses 
that can damage a computer. 
 
Students are not allowed to participate in or register for any on-line contest while at school unless they have their parents 
and teacher’s permission. 
 
All projects involving collaboration on the Internet with other school systems, educators, or professionals will be 
conducted only with parental permission.  All projects will be fully identified as to educational purpose, content, and 
duration.  
 
School administrators have the right to review system use and communications to maintain system integrity and to ensure 
that students are using the network responsibly. 
 
Students will obey all copyright laws regarding material retrieved online. 
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The district cannot be held accountable for information that is retrieved via the Internet by unsupervised students outside 
of the school setting.  Thus, it is strongly recommended that filtering software be installed at home and direct parental 
supervision be present at all times when children are using the Internet at home or at a friend’s house. 
 
Students will be good online citizens and conduct themselves in a way that does not hurt other people or is against the 
law. 
 
Students will be informed of their responsibility for ethical and proper behavior on the Internet.  Failure to abide by the 
Morris School Code of Conduct for Internet Use may result in loss of network privileges. 
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MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION
 

BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL 
ACTIVITIES  
Throughout the year we offer a variety of before or after 
school activities for children in grades 2-5.  These include 
music, art, athletic, computer, foreign language, science and 
service club programs and change according to student need 
and staff availability.  Check for notices sent home 
concerning before and after school programs in the fall.  
Parents are responsible for transporting their children to and 
from school for programs held before or after regular school 
hours. 
 
FIELD TRIPS 
Classes are taken on field trips when it is felt that such an 
experience would benefit the class and enrich the 
instructional program.  Parental permission is always sought 
when a trip is being planned.  Parents are often asked to 
accompany the classes.  Blanket permission slips are sent 
home in the fall for all walking trips in Lenox.  If children 
are bussed from one public school to another in Lenox for a 
special program we do not send home permission slips.  
 
ASSEMBLIES AND CONCERTS 
We try to provide several assemblies or concerts each year 
for our students.  These programs come from various sources 
- South Mountain Concerts, Young Audiences, and the 
Lenox School Department and the Lenox PTO select and 
fund these programs. 
 
MORNING MEETINGS 
We hold Morning Meetings for all students in Kindergarten 
on Wednesday morning.  At this time we discuss good 
citizenship and courtesy topics, allow individual students or 
small groups to perform, and students compliment other 
students. 
 
SCHOOL PICTURES 
Individual student and group pictures are taken in October or 
November.  Parents have a variety of options of the size 
packages they may wish to purchase. 
 
YEARBOOK 
A group of interested students and parents work on a 
yearbook available to students and staff for a low fee at the 
end of each school year. 
Special arrangements will be made for students wishing to 
order a yearbook whose families are unable to afford the 
cost.  
 
PRINCIPAL'S NEWSLETTER 
The Principal issues a newsletter monthly.  The newsletter 
highlights upcoming events, recognizes outstanding 
performances, and pays tribute to those who have helped 
contribute to our youngsters' education.  If you have a 
contribution to the newsletter, it should be turned in to the 
Principal's secretary.  All parents are encouraged to access 

this newsletter electronically by signing up for electronic 
distribution or by simply visiting the Morris School website: 
www.lenoxps.org/morris/index.php 
  

EMERGENCY DRILLS AND PROCEDURES 
Fire and school evacuation drills are held on a regular basis.  
Emergency bus evacuation drills are held during the fall and 
spring.  The school makes every effort to assure students that 
these are practice situations.  Parents should also speak with 
their children about the occurrence of these drills and let the 
school know if your children need special preparation from 
school personnel because of their sensitivity to such 
situations. 
 
LOST AND FOUND 
Lost and found boxes are located in specified areas at the 
school.  Your child may check with the teacher or 
paraprofessionals for any lost articles.  All coats, hats, 
gloves, and boots should be labeled with your child's name.  
Parents may also come and check for missing items. 
 

SCHOOL POLICIES AND 
PROCEDURES 
 
REPORTING CHILD ABUSE AND 
NEGLECT  
In accordance with The Child Abuse Prevention and 
Treatment Act of 1974, and Massachusetts General Laws, 
chapter 119, the Morris School reports all cases of suspected 
child maltreatment to the Department of Children and 
Families. 
 
SCHOOL AND DISTRICT POLICIES 
PROHIBITING DISCRIMINATION AND 
HARASSMENT 
In accordance with Title IX of the Education Acts of 1972, 
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, and Chapter 622 of 
the General Laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
the Lenox Public Schools affirm that no person shall, on the 
basis of race, color, sex, age, creed, national origin, or sexual 
orientation, be excluded from participation in, denied the 
benefits of, or subjected to discrimination in any educational 
program or activity it operates, including employment 
therein, and admission thereto. 
The Morris School will not tolerate verbal or physical 
harassment of any student or school personnel under any 
circumstances. 
 
Any complaints or inquiries concerning this policy should be 
directed as follows: 

Timothy Lee, Principal 
Morris School 
129 West Street 
Lenox, MA  01240 
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SECTION 504 
In compliance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 
1973, the Lenox Public Schools affirm that no qualified 
handicapped person shall, on the basis of handicap, be 
excluded from participation in, denied the benefits of, or 
otherwise subjected to discrimination under any program or 
activity sponsored by the Lenox Public Schools. 
 
SMOKING ON SCHOOL GROUNDS 
In accordance with state law and school policy, there is no 
smoking in or around school buildings or on school grounds.  
 
ANIMALS IN SCHOOL 
There is a School Committee Policy regarding animals in the 
classrooms which must be followed before any animals are 
allowed in classrooms.  If your son/daughter wishes to have 
an animal brought into school for instructional purposes, 
he/she should ask the classroom teacher several days in 
advance so that all procedures may be carried out in 
accordance with the policy.  Procedures may include 
screening of student health profiles and notification of other 
classroom parents.    

 
DRESS CODE 
We do not have a specific dress code policy. The school 
does not and should not deem a particular mode of dress 
inappropriate unless it is felt to be offensive to another child 
or adult at school (i.e. sexually suggestive images/messages 
on clothing; messages considered by law to be hateful or 
biased) or endangers the child's or some other person's 
health, welfare, or safety.. 
 
We ask that children come to school dressed appropriately 
for both the weather and in keeping with sensible standards 
for an educational building.  A child's dress is essentially the 
responsibility of the parent and child. It is especially helpful 
if all outer clothing the children wear to school (e.g., jackets, 
hats, boots) is marked with the child's name. 
 
GIFTS 
Gift exchanges between teachers and students are 
discouraged.  There may be "grab bags" during the holiday 
season in some classrooms. 
 
PARTY INVITATIONS 
We ask that children or parents do not distribute invitations 
to birthday or other parties at school in order to remain 
sensitive to children not invited to the party.  Invitations  
brought to school for distribution will be returned to the 
child or parent by the class teacher. 
 
ELECTRONIC DEVICES, TRADING 
CARDS, MONEY AND OTHER 
VALUABLES TAKEN TO SCHOOL 
When children bring money to school we ask that parents 
place the money in an envelope, include a note inside stating 

the reason for the money being sent, and include both the 
child's name and the teacher's name on the envelope. 
 
We ask that children not bring large amounts of money or 
other valuable objects to school.  We do not allow radios or 
expensive cameras without specific permission.  We cannot 
assume responsibility for any damage or loss that may occur. 
TekDecks, electronic equipment, and other objects identified 
by the Principal as inappropriate for school grounds will be 
confiscated and brought to the principal's office where 
parents may pick them up. 
 
OUTSTANDING CHARGES OR BOOKS 
A child who has outstanding lunch charges, school or library 
books not returned, or other financial obligations unfulfilled 
shall not be issued his/her final report card until these 
obligations have been met. 
 
SCHOOL MATERIALS AND PROPERTY 
The School Committee through its professional staff has 
identified appropriate materials to achieve its educational  
objectives at each grade level.  These materials are provided 
by the Lenox Public School System.  Since the books and 
supplies are provided at public expense, it is expected that 
the children will be responsible for replacement of any 
materials that are lost or damaged beyond the reasonable 
ability to use the book or material during another school 
year.   
 
Reimbursement is also expected in the event of damage to 
buildings, furniture, or equipment caused by misconduct or 
an act which a given child would reasonably be expected to 
avoid. 
 
TELEPHONE USE 
Students may not call home for non-emergency matters 
during the school day.  Student calls home from classrooms 
for forgotten instruments, assignments, and sports equipment 
have become excessive and have begun to interrupt learning 
time in our classrooms.  Additionally, when parents deliver 
these forgotten items, students may be prevented from 
feeling natural consequences and may be more likely to 
forget the item again next time.  We strongly request that 
after-school arrangements be communicated to the classroom 
teacher with a note prior to the start of the school day.  
Teachers will be asked not to let students make phone calls 
from the classrooms under any circumstances.  If teachers 
deem the matter urgent, students will be sent to the office to 
make a call. 
 
VISITORS 
Parents are welcome to visit the school and their children’s 
classrooms;  as a courtesy to the teacher and to be certain 
that your visit will coincide with an activity that you would 
like to see, we ask that you contact the teacher in advance.   
All visitors to the school must enter through the main 
entrance and report to the main office to sign in and obtain a 
visitor’s badge.   
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From time to time, we receive requests to allow other visitors 
who may be Preschool age children, cousins, or friends from 
out of town to spend a day or even a week with us.  We feel 
that this creates a tremendous responsibility for  
the elementary staff members and the administration.  
Therefore, we do not grant such requests. 
 

BUILDING EVACUATION 
From time to time the building is evacuated either for a 
practice drill or for an actual emergency.  Students should 
become familiar with the evacuation instructions that are 
posted in every classroom.  The signal for evacuating the 
building is a loud alarm that is used only for this purpose.  
When outside, students should stay with their class and 

teacher in a designated area.  The teacher will take 
attendance.  For reasons of safety and communication of 
instructions, it is very important to remain quiet and orderly. 
 
FUND RAISING 
Community and parent groups, as well as school personnel 
wishing to raise funds for school programs, are asked to 
consult with the elementary principal.  There is a School  
Committee policy which must be followed to prevent undue 
solicitation of the community. 
 
 
 

 

 
HARASSMENT and BULLYING POLICY 

 
Morris School is committed to equal employment and educational opportunity for all employees, students and members of the 
school community without regard to appearance, race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, sexual orientation, or handicap in 
all aspects of employment and education.  The members of the school community include the School Committee, administration, 
staff, students, and volunteers working in the schools while they work and study subject to the school authorities. 
 
Morris School is also committed to maintain a school and work environment free of harassment and/or bullying based on, but not 
limited to:   appearance, race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, sexual orientation, or handicap.  Morris School expects all 
employees and members of the school community to conduct themselves in an appropriate and professional manner with concern 
for their fellow employees and students. 
 
A safe and civil environment in school is necessary for students to learn and achieve high academic standards; harassment, 
intimidation, or bullying disrupts a student’s ability to learn.  Bullying is defined as repeated aggression, whether verbal, 
psychological, or physical, which is conducted by an individual or group against others.  It is behavior which is intentionally 
aggravating and intimidating.  It includes behaviors such as teasing, taunting, threatening, hitting, exclusion, or extortion, any 
gesture or written, verbal, or physical act that has the effect of insulting or demeaning any student or group of students. 
 
Harassment and/or bullying in any form will not be tolerated.  Harassment includes unsolicited remarks, gestures or physical 
contact, display or circulation of written materials or pictures derogatory to either gender or racial, ethnic, religious, age, sexual 
orientation or handicapped individuals or groups.  Prohibited behavior includes, but is not necessarily limited to: 
 

1. Abusing the dignity of an individual through insulting or degrading conduct or remarks, including remarks made to 
others about the individual; 

2. Suggestions, demands, or threats that are used as a basis for academic employment, or other decisions affecting a 
student or employee; 

3. Retaliation against an individual for complaining about the behavior described above; 
4. Conduct that has the effect of unreasonably interfering with the individual’s work; or 
5. Conduct that has the effect of creating an intimidating, hostile, or offensive work or learning environment. 

 

 
SEXUAL HARASSMENT POLICY 

 
It is the policy of the Lenox Public Schools to provide a learning and working atmosphere for students, employees, and visitors free 
from sexual harassment.  All persons associated with the Lenox Public Schools, including but not limited to the School Committee, 
the administration, staff and students, are expected to conduct themselves at all times so as to provide an atmosphere free from 
sexual harassment.  All members of the school community must also understand that sexual harassment violates Title VII of the 
federal Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, and Chapter 151C of the Massachusetts General 
Laws. 
 
Conduct that constitutes sexual harassment will not be tolerated.  Any person who engages in sexual harassment while acting as a 
member of the school community will be in violation of this policy as well as state and federal laws. 
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Sexual harassment is defined as: 
 
Unwelcome sexual advances, requests for sexual favors, or other inappropriate verbal, written or physical conduct of a sexual 
nature that takes place under any of the following circumstances: 
 

1. When submission to such conduct is made, explicitly or implicitly, a term or condition of employment, instruction,         
 or participation in school activities or programs: 

2. When submission to or rejection of such conduct by an individual is used by the offender as the basis for making    
       personal or academic decisions affecting the individual subjected to sexual advances: 
3. When such conduct has the effect of unreasonably interfering with the individual’s work: or 
4. When such conduct has the effect of creating an intimidating, hostile, or offensive work or learning environment. 

 
Violations of this policy are subject to corrective measures that may include disciplinary action.  More information concerning 
sexual harassment is available to students, parents, and staff upon request in the office. 

 
Reporting Harassment: 
Any violation of this policy should be brought to the attention of the principal.  A student may also report violations of this policy 
to a teacher, nurse, or counselor who will in turn report the violation to the principal.  The principal will conduct an investigation 
and take appropriate action.  Both formal and informal measures are available to resolve complaints of harassment. 
 

Consequences: 
Any student found to have engaged in harassment shall be subject to any or all of the “Possible Responses to Major Infractions” 
listed in the Code of Conduct.  Any employee or other member of the school community found to have engaged in harassment shall 
be subject to sanctions, including but not limited to warning, suspension, or termination subject to applicable procedural 
requirements. 
 
Under certain circumstances, sexual harassment may constitute child abuse under Massachusetts Law, G.L.c. 119-51A.  Morris 
School shall comply with Massachusetts laws in reporting suspected cases of child abuse. 
 
 

HUMAN SEXUALITY INSTRUCTION 
 

In accordance with General Laws Chapter 71, Section 32A, the Lenox School Committee has adopted a policy on the rights of 
parents and guardians of our students in relation to curriculum that primarily involves human sexual education or human sexuality 
issues. 
 
At the Morris School, prior to any instruction involving human sexual education, we will send home a notice to all parents of 
students in the relevant grade level indicating when instruction will take place and noting a parent or guardian’s right to review 
instructional materials. 
 
Under Massachusetts law and School Committee policy, a parent may exempt his/her child from any portion of the curriculum that 
primarily involves human sexual education or human sexuality issues.  To receive an exemption, simply send a letter to the 
principal requesting an exemption for your child.  No student who is exempted from this portion of the curriculum will be 
penalized.  Teachers may provide an alternative assignment to students who are exempted.  Parent resources are available in the 
library for those wishing to either augment or conduct the classes on their own with their children. 
 
HOMELESS STUDENTS 
In accordance with the McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Assistance Act, the Morris School will follow the following 
guidelines: 

� Homeless students have a right to either remain in their school of origin or to attend school where they are temporarily 
residing; 

� Students who choose to remain in their school of origin have the right to remain there until the end of the school year in 
which they get permanent housing; 

� Students who choose to enroll in school where they are temporarily residing must be enrolled immediately, even if they do 
not bring the records usually required for enrollment with them;  

� If a homeless student arrives without records, the school district’s designated Homeless Education Liaison must assist the 
family and contact the previously attended school system to obtain the required records; 

� If a homeless student continues to live in the area served by the district in which the school of origin is located, that 
district must provide or arrange transportation; and if the homeless student moves to an area served by another district, 
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though continuing his or her education at the school of origin, the district of origin and the district in which the student 
resides must agree upon a method to apportion responsibility and costs for transportation to the school of origin. 

 
NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND – NOTIFICATION TO PARENTS OF T EACHER QUALIFICATIONS 
The Federal No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 requires school districts that receive federal Title I funding to notify parents of their 
right to know the professional qualifications of the classroom teachers who instruct their child.  

As a recipient of these funds, the Lenox Public Schools will provide you with this information in a timely manner if you request it. 
Specifically, you have the right to request the following information about each of your child's classroom teachers: 

• Whether the teacher meets the state qualifications and licensing criteria for the grades and subjects he or she teaches. 

• Whether the teacher is teaching under emergency or provisional status because of special circumstances. 

• The teacher's college major, whether the teacher has any advanced degrees, and the field of discipline of the certification 
or degree. 

• Whether paraprofessionals provide services to your child and, if so, their qualifications. 

The Morris School is committed to providing quality instruction for all students and does so by employing the most qualified 
individuals to teach and support each student in the classroom. If you would like to receive any of the information listed above for 
you child's teacher, please contact Timothy Lee at 637-5522 x8. 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE POLICIES 
 

The Lenox School Committee Policy Manual contains a number of policies which have direct pertinence to parents of elementary 
school students.  Copies of the School Committee Policy Manual are located in each of the schools and at the Superintendent's 
Office and you are welcome to read these and other policies that are of particular interest to you. 
 
The following policies specifically pertain at this level.  Several of these are mentioned earlier in this handbook: 
 
1.   Animals in the Classroom (Policy IKJ) 18. Procedures for Reporting Instances of Child Abuse/Neglect 
2.   Bus Stop Supervision (Policy EDCB)       (Policy LDAG) 
3.   Chapter 622 - "An Act to Prohibit Discrimination in the 19. Promotion and Retention of Elementary Students  
      Public Schools" (Form JAA)  **       (Policy IHE) 
4.   Elementary Students:  Assignment to Classes  20. Regulations Pertaining to Physical Education 
      (Policy JBCCB)       (Exhibit IDA) 
5.   Emergency Drills (Reg. EBBC) 21. Selection of Instructional Materials (Policy IFA) 
6.   Evaluation (Policy GBI) 22. Smoking in School Buildings and Non-School Work Sites 
7.   Field Trips and Excursions (Policy IFCB)       (Employees and Visitors)  (Policy EBK) 
8.   Fund-Raising (Policy JKB) 23. Statement of Assurance of Compliance with Section 504 
9.   Grade 1 Entrance Age (Policy JBBA)       of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973  (Policy BAA)** 
10. Head Teacher Job Description (GBBAL) 24. Student Conduct (Policy JCD/Reg. JCD) 
11. Home or Hospital Tutoring (Reg. IDDC) 25. Student Photographs (Policy JHF) 
12. Instructional Program (Goals and Objectives)  (Policy IB) 26. Student Records (Policy JR) 
13. Kindergarten Entrance Age (Policy JBB) 27. Student Transportation (Policy ED 
14. Manuscript and Cursive Writing (Policy IDAA) 28. Student Transportation - Conduct on School Buses  
15. Non-Resident Students (Policy JBCB)       (Policy EDCB) 
16. Parent-School Communication and Resolution of Public 29. Title IX and Massachusetts 622 (Policy LDD)** 
      Complaints (Policy IHAD) 30. Transportation for Athletic or Extra-Curricular Activities 
17. Policy for Determining Eligibility for Free Meals and        and Events (Use of Private Vehicles)  (Policy EDAE) 
      Reduced Price Meals (Policy EEA)  
 
** Items starred are printed in the September or October issues of  the Principal's Newsletter. 
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SPECIAL SUGGESTIONS 
 

You as a parent do some of the most important work with your youngsters. 
 
1.  Let your child know that you and the teachers make a team. 
2.  Resist comparisons with other youngsters in or outside the family.  Consider each one as an individual. 
3.  Have family recreational activities, "family fun." 
4.  Have a quiet time each day. 
5.  Be realistic.  School is not all play.  Each youngster has a responsibility to learn to capacity while contributing in the classroom. 
6.  See that each youngster gets ample bed rest each day.  That is good health insurance for steady nerves and strong bodies. 
7.  Develop the habit of punctuality, of finishing a job done. 
8.  Develop a feeling of responsibility by providing definite, daily household tasks. 
9.  Develop respect for authority and rights of others. 
10. Develop appreciation of nature and the outdoors in general. 
11. Develop language ability.  Oral vocabulary has direct bearing on learning to read. 
12. Listen to your youngsters.  Be interested in their accomplishments. 
13.  Praise them for a job well done. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


