CP Physics – How to “Trim” a Model Airplane

Name: _____________________


For this assignment, you will write a one-to-two page instruction manual, which explains how to trim a model airplane like the Whitewings plane you made in class.  This instruction manual should have a diagram or two, which clearly identify the following:

a) Fuselage

b) Main Wing

c) Aileron

d) Horizontal Stabilizer

e) Elevator

f) Vertical Stabilizer

g) Rudder

h) Center of Gravity

Your instructions should discuss and explain how to get the plane to fly straight and level.  For example, what should the “pilot” do if the plane pitches upwards?  What if the plane rolls to the right?  What if the plane steers to the left?
Your instructions should also explain WHY each of the adjustments you talk about works.  In other words, use your knowledge of physics and aerodynamics to explain why the airplane behaves the way it does each time you make an adjustment.
